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Mũlajor General Janus STUART, 
| Commanding his Maje/ly's and the Eaff India Company's 
Troops in the Carnatic, . 
T O ; 0 | 


5 Vice Admiral Sir EpwARD HUOGHESs, K. B. 
5 Commander in Chief of all his Majęſiy's Ships in India. 


oO 


From Major General STUART to the Admiral. 


Fort St. George, April 19th, 1783, 7 A. M. 


Ap 


'S x6 next campaign will, I truſt, put an end to French 


| conſequence in India. The Army marches the day 

after to-morrow moſt undoubtedly, but our means of con- 

5 veyance (in ſpite of three months foreſight of this criſis) is 
fo very lender, that every attempt on our part, as! think, 
will fail, and we ſhall be in the diſagreeable alternative of 


Harving, or diſeracefully returning, unleſs you, Sir, can 
aſſiſt us; act by detaching any thing conſiderable from your 


* The Letters from me to the Admiral (and to PI Troubridge and Hali day 1 in n this 


. Collection, are upon the FecArAs of the Eaft India Company. JC 
A 2 force 


1 
Z | | ; 
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: force while you have M. Suffrein to look to, but by taking iz in 


tow of his Majeſty's ſhips all the veſſels loaded with rice or 
military ſtores, and other proviſions | for the Army, at the 
time you ſail from hence. 1 


| repeat, « that unleſs I Bis that the proviſion fps Kc. 
are to the ſouth of Cuddalore at the time your ſquadron 


can get there, and thoſe ſhips ready to take their ſtation, 


« to land the cargoes where I ſhall point out, I think every 
« thing will go wrong; becauſe I firmly believe, that the 
ſhips will not (unleſs in tow) be able to come in aid of the 
cc preſent ſervice in time. My lameneſs would not have 
prevented my doing myſelf the honour of paying my reſpects 


5 


* 


on board the Superb, if I had not been every moment taken 
up in preparation ſor the greateſt and moſt fortunate crilis 


for our country, if we avail ourſelves in all ways of our 
means in hand. This ſhall be n as Jam confident 
it will be yours. 


I ſhall requeſt of you to _ 8 diſtinguiſhing fignals 


to be put in writing for me to follow, and to know what 


you with in our future co-operation, either directly with the 
Superb, or with any other ſhip or Commander in correſpond- 
ence with me from ſea; alſo what ſignals you think in our 


power to make from the land near Cuddalore. I ſhall SE 


orders for their being followed. 


P.S. It will be the 2d or gd of next month befor the 
Army is at their place of deſtination, 


I 


the morning, J. 8. 1784. 


t 31 


From Major General STUaRT to the Admiral. 


Fort St. George, April 19th, 1783. 


1 Had the honour of receiving your Letter * this morning, 


and am happy to find you can afford us the protection of 


the 1/is and Aclive off Cuddalore. It is, in my humble opi- 


nion, as much as we need, for the preſent ſervice (as things 


are now circumſtanced) to be ſtationed immediately at Cud- 
dalore. 


0 


Jam free to ſay to you, that, as one of the Committee, I 
had at leaſt my fhare in the opinion given, © That the moſt 
« effectual ſupport, or co-operation, from his Majeſty's ſqua- 
« dron would be, their keeping M. Suffrein in view,” 


It never was my idea, that you ſhould come any nearer to 


, Cuddalore, in going to the ſouthward, on account of our 


land operation—but this I wiſhed, and ſtill requeſt, <* That 
ce his Majeſty's ſhips, will take our proviſion and ſtore-ſhips in 
ce zow, in whatever track you are pleaſed to take to the ſouth- 
& ward, and throw them off forty or fifty miles ſouth of 
„ Cuddalore, ſo as they may, with the greateſt degree of cer- 


e tainty, come to their place of deſtination :*' this on the 


ſuppoſition and belief that the ſhips, on which 70 only our 


It was of the 19th, and in anſwer to the preceding Letter (to the Admiral) wrote in 


: fucce)'s 


a - 


_ 
6. 3 


161 
ſucceſs but our exiftence depends *, will be ready to fail at the 
ſame time with his Majeſty 8.ſhips under your command. 


In the fulleſt impreſſion of this truth, with ſome ee 
of practical knowledge, I dare venture to give it as my opi- 
nion, that the main Army warching from the Preſidency, as 


it will do on the 21ſt inſtant, « will run the greateſt riſk 


* diſgrace or diſappointment, unleſs the proviſion and 


ee Kere. ſbips for the Army be taken in tow, in the e, 


and at the tine, I have the honour to e ou. 


From Major General STUART to the Admiral. 
Chingleput 22d April, 1783. 


EXTRACT 


W have got forward two days march with the. Wein 15 

Army, and the advance is two days a-head. Still I 
bumbly think, that we muſt wait till I can know that our | 
proviſion ſhips are at anchor. I have written to the Select 
Committee concerning my chief wants, which can only come 
by ſea; and I wiſh to know what fignals our Commodore 
will make, ſo as I can anſwer them. 


* (> The ſhips here alluded to, did no N fail from Madras- Roads until May 14th; and 
did not arrive at their place of d: Hination Mouth of Cuddalore, until June 6th following z and 


{came with the Army to my ground the day following, viz. June jth. J. 8. 1784. 


+ See, in the Collection, my Letter, April 22d, to the Select Committee, 
J. S. 1784. 


ERS, 


* 
* 


ES | 


From Major General Srulnr to T. Txov- 


BRIDGE, Eſqq; Commander of his Majeſty” 8 


2 Sbip Acrive, off Conjimeer x. 


N Camp at Killemre, 17th May, 178 3. 
r Requeſt you will take the firſt occaſion to tranſmit the 


incloſed Letter to the Admiral, who I hear is at no 
great diſtance from you. It is of conſequence that he ſhould | 


have it ſoon ; but not of that conſequence to interfere with 


the preſent protection afforded by you to the ſtores and rice 


landing at Conjimeer. 1 have ſent additional working par- 


ties to expedite the landing, and rhink every minute an hour, 
that detains us from our deflination. 


* JAM STUART. 
From Captain TI OUBRIDGE to Major General 
= STUART. 


Amis, off Conjimeer, 18th May, 1783. 


OUR Letter of the i 7th J received, with one encloſed 

for the Admiral, which I will forward ſo ſoon as E 
know where he is, and I have an opportunity. I faw him 
yeſterday morning fix leagues 8. E. of us; where he may 


˖ 


* The Reſolution flore- ſhip with rice fe preſent need, under convoy of the Active, 


had arrived at Conjimeer the 1 * May at night. J. S. 1784. 
men now 


$$} 
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1 
— 7 

W | 


5 2 2 Þ | 
8 PH Yo 
now be is uncertain. * am exceedingly ſorry the ſores are 


not more expeditiouſly landed. My officers and people are 
attending with the ſhips boats, &c. from before day-break 
till after ſun-ſet, on that ſervice. The Maſſulah boats are 
mach out of repair, there : are too few of them, and the Beach- 
1 maſter is not attentive as I expect he ſhould be; but hope, 
with the aſſiſtance of your additional Abi parties, every 

| thing will be ſoon landed. 


| (Signed) T TR ROUBRIDGE, 


F rann Major Gen, STUART to the Addiſrat! " 


Camp at Killenore, May yk, 1783. 
: 1 Hare the honor to ſend incloſed, in charge of Captain © 
Troubridge, to be forwarded to you from No 1. zo 3.) 


Papers of material intelligence lately intercepted in corre- 


ſpondence betwixt Meffrs. De Buſly and Suffrein. | 


* The Papers No. I, 2, and 3, were incloſed in a Letter from Mr. 98 me... 
dated gth May, and received the 15th late, and immediately forwarded, with the Letter, 
to the Select Committee, Mr. Sullivan and Mr, Cochrane took every meaſure on their 


part to forward the intelligence to the Admiral, J+ Oo 1784. 


The following 1 is an Extract from Mr. Cochrane's Letter to me, 1 85 Negapatam, 
gth May 1783, becefved 15th at night: ; 
It gives me infinite ſatisfaction the procuring this packet, as it gives you every 
« information regarding the ſtate of their ſtores in Cuddalore. The Admiral will of 
& courſe take particular care to prevent rice being thrown in by Chillingas from 
« the ſouthward z—all the private Letters were ſent to Mr. Sullivan this morning, 
« who will be able to make extracts of what is neceſſary. Some of the Letters are wrote 
4 in High Dutch, which Mr, S. will get tranſlated through the means of the Mifion- 
« aries.” J. >. 184 


3 See No. 1, 2, and 3, following. 


7 


We 


. * 


„„ 
\ . The Public owes this information to the management of 
{your acquaintance) my nephew Cochrane, who is the Com- 
pany s ſenior Civil ſervant, next to Mr. Sulivan, in the Tan- 
jore and Trichinopoly countries; and to the ſpirited exer- 
tion of Enſign Clarke under bis orders. HS 


1 We are buſy unloading the Reſolution tranſport, which 

| anchored at Conjimeer, with his Majeſty's ſhip the Alive, 

4 only the 13th in the evening, and I made, in conſequence, a 
movement forward. with the Army to this ground, and ſent 
a party to cover the landing. The Europeans and money 

were landed yeſterday, and join us this day; the left of our 
line is about twelve miles from the landing place. 


Our means of carriage is % very ſmall, that. I am obliged 
to make poſts in communication to ſecure the rice and ſtores, 
>until I have time to ſend back, from one march to another; 
thus I move ſure, however, from neceſſity, it may be row; 
and yet 1 ſhall eep pace moſt probably with our grand conv;y 
of flore-ſhips &, which, by my laſt information (though not l 
official), will not leave the roads of Madras before the 207 ; / 
and I gueſs they will not reach their - deſtination, ſouth of ; 


CORN before the 287th, : 


l expect to be at my deſtination by the 4 ; and my 
a Mr. Cochrane, has fortunately been able to collect 
a certain number of boats, which he means to put under the 
protection of Captain Haliday ;—I have ſent to him the 


* 


„e foot-note, p. bth. J. 8. 1784. vie | 
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. correſponding ſignals, and I have defired, he may remain at 


Megapatam, or near, to give you every intelligence concern- 
ing our fituation and future movements. 


I am happy to inform you, that this Army it is in hap 
health; and as to their ſpirits, cela va ſans dire: and as to 
myſelf, I never was happier in 1 the whole courle of my life- 


time. | 
| No. Fs 


De M. vs Jovsuss, . la Corvette La NAYADE, 
a Monſ. Le M. ps Bussv. | 
Madras, le 17 Avril, 1783. 
| eee OT 
| an Frangoiſe étant entree dans la Baye de Trinquemalée le 11 
de ce mois, je fus expedis le lendemain ſur la corvette la Nayade, 
pour vous apporter des paquets des ordres à M. de Peinier. 


Le 14, j'eus connoiſſance au point du jour d'un gros vaiſſeau croiſant 
entre Goudelour et Portonovo; ne doutant nullement que ce battiment 
ne fut ennemie. Je pris le large ſur le champ; pour ne pas compro- 
mettre mon vaiſſeau ; j'etois au moins A trois lieus de ce vaiſſeau, que 
je reconniis parfaitement pour le Sceptre, qui avoit deja chaſle la Bel- 
lane pluſieurs fois. Ma corvette marchant fort mal, et l'ennemi tres 


bien, il fut a meme de m'approcher dans la nuit, et au 10 heures de ſoir 
elle commenga à me cannoner, et vers les 11, me héla, et m'annonca 
. fa force, pour m'engager a ne pas faire reſiſtance ; je lui envoyai ma 


bordee pour toute reponſe, et de ee moment.commenca le combat, le. 
plus inegal et le plus opiniatre qu'il y ait encore dans la marine. Je lui 


envoyai mille a douze cent boulets pendant notre engagement, qui a dure 
einq heures. Dans ce temps trois ou quatre vergues 4 © et mats. 


aya nt 


6. \% 


r 11 1 


ayant été enfin coupès, ainſi que mon gouvernail, ſept pieces demontées, 


avec le grand mat perge d' outre en outre, pref a tomber, et trent- quatre 


hommes hors de combat, j'ai été enfin d OP General, pour 


ſauver les reſtes des braves gens, qui ny<toient confies de ceder a la 
force Le an mat de mon ennemi a été offenſe, ſon mat cafle, et 


une piece de fa premiere batterie demont&e, et les ſept hommes ſervants 
tuẽs ou bleſſes ; il a eu vingt & deux hommes hors de combat, et deux 
officiers. Jai eu le bonheur de ne perdre aucun, et ils ſe ſont ſi ſu- 
perieurement comportes, que je ne ferai mention que de M. le Chr de 
St. George, qui a reſts ſeul ſur— 


Tai &te conduit & /a remorque devant cette place, ou j'ai regũ l'accueil 
le plus flatteur des officiers de terre et de mer, qui regardent mon com- 
bat comme un phenomene. Les nouvelles publiques vous confirmeront, 
mon General, ce rapport, qui eſt auſſi vrai que le profond reſpect, &c. 


Y Tr (Signs) JOYEUSE. 


No. 2. 
De M. Bussy a M. Suezrain. 


þ 


a Manjecoupan, de 21 d' Avril, 1783. 


TAI honneur, Monſieur le Commandeur, de vous envoyer copie de 


la lettre que je viens de regeyoir de M. de Joyeuſe, vous verrez le 


detail de ſon combat, et de ſa priſe. 


Les nouvelles publiques ſont, que l'Eſcadre  Angloiſe ſe diſpoſe a 
venir, bloquer Goudelour, et que Parm&e de terre, qui Etoit campee au 


Grand-mont, a deja fait une marche de quatre lieues en avant, pour 
venir ſans doute m'attaquer de ſon cote. Je m'occupe de tous les points 
du terrein que je me propoſe d'occuper, ainſi que des moyens de les 


bien regevoir; mais je ſuis fort inquiet de ceux, qui pourront me pro- 
5 B 2 curer 
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curer du ris, de boulets de douze de dix-huit, et de la poudre; il meſt 
pas poſſible de me pourvoir du ris ici; et cette denree me manquera 
inceſſamment - et c'eſt egalement neceſſaĩre que Jai des boulets de j 


et de dia- huis pour pouvoir oppoſer, au moins un peu, de groſſe artil- 


lerie à celle que les Anglois trainent avec eux; et je n'ai, Monſieur 
le Commandeur, d' eſpoir a cet egard que dans la ceElerite que vous 
pourrez mettre à m' envoyer tous ces objets, ſoit par des chaloupes ou 
meme de chelingues, qui croiſent toujours ſur la Barre, et mettroient a. 
terre au premier endroit où elles ſeroient pourſuivies.— Ne ſeroit-il pas 
poſſible auſſi de me faire paſſer le ris ſous pavillons Danois? A en juger 
par le tems que vous avez mis à vous rendre à Trinquemalee, on peut 


croire que ] Eſcadre Angloiſe employera au moins huit jours pour venir. 


de Madras à Goudalore ; ce tems eſt bien court, j'en TI, mais it 


faut riſquer quelque choſe, ſourtout du ris. 


On dit que TEſcadre ennemie eſt compoſce de dix- ſept vaiſſeaux, 


dont trois de la Compagnie, qui ont été armes a Bombay, et doubles en 


cuivre, de trois fregattes, et de cinq vaiſſeaux de npene, 


Pai I'honneur d'&re, Monſieur le Commandeur, avec Pattachement 
le plus inrariable, vi votre tres. humble et tres obeiſſant ſerviteur, 


(Ligne) 8 USSY. 


. No. 3. 8 5 3 
De M. Bussy a M. Sur RAIN. 


Manjecoupan, 26 Avril, 1783. 


F * ſur le champ, Monſieur le Commandeur, a la lettre que 

vous m' avez fait Phonneur de m'écrire le 17me de ce mois. Vous 
avez vi par la mienne de-2 1, No.-23, que je vous ai expedic par tri- 
plicate, que ] Eſcadre ennemie eſt au nombre de dix- ſept vaiſſeaux, dont 
trois de la compagnie armes et doubles en cuivre a Bombay, et de trois 
1 2 fregattes. 


„ . 
fregattes. Vous avez également vi ce que j'ai appris ſur Ia marche de 
leur armèe de terre et de mer; la diſpoſition que ; ai fait en conſe- 


quence, mes beſoins en ris, en poudre, en boulets de douze et de dix- 


huit, enfin de quelle neceſſité il eſt, que vous ſoyez en Etat de faire une 
diverſion avec votre activitè accoutumE. Jai eu l'honneur, Monſieur, 
de vous expedier hier autre lettre, No. 23, auſſi par triplicate, qui vous 
annonce, que les Anglois marchent decidement ſur nous, et que dans 
huit ou dix jours d'ici, felon leur calcul, nous devons Ctre en preſence; 

que leur Eſcadre eſt ſortie, et doit paroitre tres inceſſament devant 
Goudelour, qu'il ſe propoſe de bloquer ; que je compte beaucoup ſur 


vous dans PVeſperance que vous ſeriez bien ſeconde : je ne puis donc, 


que vous renouveller ici, Monſieur le Commandeur, le beſoin que nous 


avons de vos vaiffeaus; et d'une diverſion telle que vos vaiſſeaux vous 


la permettront. 


Par les nouvelles d'aujgurd'dui les cinq vaiſſeaux Anglois, envoyes 


dans Teſpcrance de rencontrer M. de Peinier, ſont rentres. Les memes 


nouvelles diſent que le feu a pris à un grand vaiſſeau de la Compagnie, 


charge d'arrack et de ris, et de beaucoup d'autres denrees, tout a &e 


perdu, ainſi que trois cent hommes, ou d' equipages ou autres, qu il 
avoit abord. | | 

C'eſt une heureuſe nouvelle, que celle que vous me donnez de Ba- 
tavia, Vous aviſerez mieux que perſonne aux moyens d'avoir ce que 
nous en attendons. Pai honneur d'Ctre, &c. &c. 


5 (Signe) BUSSY, 


The preceding Letters (No. 1, 2, 3.) in French, were copied by a Black man, wha 
aid not under/tand the language, and are e therefere, in mam parts, CORTE 
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From Major Gen. STUART to the Admiral. 


Cad S. of Cuddalore, June gth, 178 3. 
WAS hand laſt night with your Letter of the 6th. 


As to the ſtore and proviſion-ſhips you mention, I had 
early intelligence of four having been actually at Cuddalore ; | 
they leſt it all but one on the ad or 3d inſtant, I ſent the =_ 
account to Mr. Cochrane and to Government—My real ap- F 
prehenſion aroſe from there being a line of battle ſhip, in } 
force ſuperior 10 ay . 7s, That danger, thank God, is o 1 bw 
. over | th 3 
The landing of the ſtores and proviſions, and „„ 9 
reported, may enable the enemy to hold out longer than they „ 


otherwiſe would have done; but we ſhall certainly at laſt 
carry Cuddalore, and all that is in it. | 


As to the date of my Letter, the 19th of laſt PAR it 
cannot apply to any commencement of operations relative to 
this place, farther than marching towards it ; and it required 
the utmoſt management to be able, in the time, to bring 
to this, our ultimate ground, rice and other articles barely 


ufficient for our ex: Nence. 


W 


I have had the good fortune, by keeping our movement 
Jon: to turn the enemy's force, and o paſs all the rivers 


which might have materially affected our approaches; our 
operations, 


YO 


F 
operations, in fact, could not have begun ſooner than this 
day, both from our ſituation, and becauſe our proviſions and 
Aj e frres were not near us till then. : 


I came to the ground the ſeventh; but ſome how or other, 
the afternoon of that day, and the whole of * I had 


no means of communicating with the ſhips. 


The troops were landed late laſt night, and I have re- 
queſted Captain Haliday to uſe every expedition in his 
power to land the rice and ſtores, ſo as the tranſports may 
return to Madraſs for more, The demands for this Army 


are fo immenſe, that the whole of our ſhips, i in that ways will 


need to be conſtantly employed, 

The ſouthern countries are exhauſted, and this rivers, in 
not many days hence, will become impaſſable. This is the 
ground and poſition for the Army to ſave the ſouthern pro- 
vinces, and the Carnatic by land; and my intention is to 
lay in the largeſt ſtock of proviſions Poſſible, /o as to be in- 
dependent of accidents, 


The firſt great ſtroke, on ch the whole politics of In- 
dia, and the ſtability of the Britiſh empire here, turns 
(whatever may be the treaties with the Country Powers), is, 
the extinction of the force and influence of the French in 
India. This I will endeavour to do, by carrying Cuddalore 
anch all within it; provided I am covered by the Fleet under 
your command oo ſeven weeks from this day: I cannot 
anſwer for its being done ſooner. 


A RE On 


| 
j 
/ 


s 
my 


[ 16 1 a 
On the contrary, if the Fleet goes to Madraſs, * Mons. 
Suffrein anchors off Cuddalore, with the means he will give 


- to M. de Buſſy,*1 fairly ſay to you, Sir Edward, I cannot 


ſucceed, ſpeaking practicaliy as a military man; and I leave 
to your good ſenſe, judgment and experience, to ſuggeſt to 
you the natural conſequences to be Naa from the 
failure. 

As to what you ng me the honour to mention, of the 

diſaffection of the people at Portonovo, and elſewhere, I 
perſonally anſwer to you, for the protection of any party you 
zhink proper to fend to Portonovo to water, in not nam days 
hence. 

Being in hopes that my reprated remonſtrances to the 
Committee will tend to their giving up ihe expeditions to 
the weſtward of Dindigul, and that the ſouthern Army will 
return towards the Coloroon, (for which purpoſe I have ſe- 


veral days ago ſent poſitive orders to Colonel Fullarton) were 


it neceſſary for you to water at Megapatam, I can detach 
from that Army, or from Tanjore, a force ſufficient to cover 
the watering of your Fleet at that place. | 


Upon the whole, my dear Sir Edward, 1 pray you to 


make me happy, by giving your protection to cover this 


greateſt of all objects by land, for ſeven weeks from the pre- 
ſent date; I anſwer for the ref}, —My mind will not be 
eaſy until 1 hear from you on the ſubject. 


— 
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Major General STUART to the Admiral. 


Camp Seuth of Cuddalore, June 11h, 178 3. 
HAVE had hs honour to receive your Letter of 7 
day's date; and as I ſee that mine of the int had not 


been received, I now incloſe a copy of it, as alſo of certain 
important correſpondence * with the Select Committee, and 


with Colonel Fullarton, to the lateſt date, which, as con- 


nected with our Joint operations, I conceive J am at liberty 


to communicate, as it will put you, au fait, of every thing 
material of movements and expedations in our land opera- 


tions. 
You ſec, by Major Bruce's Letter, hic the Colonel muſt 
have received my laſt orders about the fx:h + of June, and 


therefore we may look for him in leſs than a fortnight ; vat 


which time, 777 addition to watering, I engage to give your 
Fleet a day or two freſh proviſions in the week ; and mean 


while, I have ordered fifty bullocks to be furniſhed to 
Captain Haliday tor the ſhips with him; and 1 hcar he has 


* LIST of Letters tranſmittgd to Vice Admiral Sir Toward Hughes, June 116), 178 3 


No. 1. Letter from General Stuart to Colonel Fullarton, May 310, 1782, 

No. 2. Letter from General Stuart to the Select Committee, June 3 h, 1783. 

No. 3. Letters from Colonel Fullarton to General Stuart, May 25th and June "7 | SM 
and Major Bruce to General Stuart, June 6th. 


5 No. 4. Letter from General Stuart to Select Committee, June 10th, 1783. 
No. 5. Paper of intelligence received from the French Miſſionaries, June roth, 1783. 


No. 6. Duplicate of a Letter from Gen. Stuart to Sir Edward Hughes, June gib, 1783. 
See the above, in this Collection, or in the Company's re cards. J. 8. 1704. 


+ This ſhould be the 8th of June. J. S. 1724. 


. | found 


* nm 1 * 1 4 b. W. . ty . 
r aan A. 2. 1 N 


A 


38 7 


found a watering- place nearly oppoſite to his ip. I have 
ordered every aſſiſtance and W in that way, to be i im- 


mediate] y given him, 


80 ſoon as I have drove the French from the Bound- 


hedge to the ſhelter of the Fort, which will be * not many 
days hence, I ſhall try to ſpare you a force ſufficient both for 
protecting the watering of the Fleet, and the landing of Jour 
ich at Portonovs; and when Colonel Fullarton ; Joins me, we 
{hall have the whole river immediately, and Chillumbrum + 
ſoon aſter, when every thing 1 in abundance ſhall be ſtored, to 


keep your brave men healthy, 


I. think it is clear, that General Mathews ; e 
and Mangalore are yet ſafe; and you ſee the monſoon ſtops 


Tippos's doing chere any thing more for this ſeaſon : there 


* It happened in leſs than 48 hours after this date, —See my Letter, 14th, 3 to 


the Admiral. J. S. 1784. 
+ I took poſſeſſion of Chillumbrum the ve of the aQtion of the 13th.—See the 
following Letters. J. 8. 1784. | 
1 This miſtaken report prevailed for a time, in general, to the ſouthward, and it 
gained conſiderable credit from the following intelligence, communicated to the Admiral 
and to me: 
From Major Bruce, commanding at T richinopoly, to Mr. Cochrane. 
Trichinopoly, June 8th, 1783. 
VVV 

8 « This moment a Leter is received from Colonel Fullarton, informing me, that Ge- 
85 4e neral Mathews was well in Bidenore, the 12th May; and that Tippoo had been beat 

« of in two attacks with great loſs,” (Signed) TH', BRUCE. 
It turned out however quite otherways ; and that the intelligence from flumbo, in Ceylon, 
which Mr. Cochrane communicated to the Select Committee and to me, in his Letter, May 224, 
1783, and from Mr. Macintoſh in Tranquebar, in his Letter to me, May 25th, the whole con- 
firmed by the French correſpondence from M. Coffigny to MH. Buſſy, which T ſent to the Select 
Committee very early in June, did give the real true accounts of the leſs of Bidenore, and the fur- 
render of Fdernagur, which e on the 28th ny 1783. (Signed) J. 8. 1784. 
f ods Ao et or Loy „„ > ; 55 remains, 
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remains, therefore, nothing for him to do, if he is wiſe, 
0 but to direct his whole force againſt Fullarton; and if the 
Select Committee countermand my orders, and perſiſt in er- 
peditions to Coimbatore, or Myſore, &e. the rivers will of 
themſelves cut him off from us, even though Tippoo ds not; 
and the Eafl India Company will perhaps be at the expence 
and riſk of another campaign, before an honourable nnd ad- 
vantageous peace can be finally concluded with all the Indian 
Powers; and this never can be permanent, while any French 
power or influence remains in India. mY 
The extinction of our only real enemy, and driving them 
from this earth, I perſonally undertake to do, by your pro- 
' tefion for ſeven weeks by ſea, with the co-operation of 
Colonel Fullarton's force on the Coleroon. 


SECRET and CONFIDENTIAL. 


From Major General STUART to Captain Ha- 
 _LiDar, Commanding his Majeſty's Ships 
Is, &c. off the Landing Place. | : 
os 4 Camp Soutb of Cuddabre, 121h June, 1783. 
| HAVE made the diſpoſition, and given out the General 
Orders for driving all the French out-poſts under the 
guns of Cuddalore. The attach will begin preciſely at day- 


break to-morrow, 
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If it can be done without any riſk or incovenience to his 
Majeſty's ſhips under your command, I could wiſh they 


would get under an eaſy fail This night, fo as to appear off 
the ſouth point of the ſea line much about the ſame time. 


This is meant merely to take off their attention to what we 


ſhall be employed about to the weſt and ſouthward, We 
ſhall be cloſe in with them on the ſouth fide, therefore, 


pray take care how you throw your ſhot; and indeed I 


| have to requeſt of you, not to come within ſhot of the ene- 
my's heavy guns on the beach. 


I have ſent another battalion to Captain Scott's, in com- 
- munication with the landing- place; and every thing is done 


to ſecure our rear, while the front is buſy ; and my particu- 


lar directions are given, that the landing of the rice, &c. is 


not to be delayed on account of to-morrow's operations. 


I have had the honour to receive your note about frefh 
proviſions. Situated as this Army is at preſent, it is im- 
poſſible for me to promiſe you any regular ſupply “; but 
having ſent a party /a/? night to take poſſeſſion of Chillum. 
brum, IT hope, nay I am ſure, that aſter that place is ours, 
every ſhip in the Fleet will be ſupplied with three days freſh 
proviſions in the week, and the boats may with ſafety go 
up rhe river for good water to ſupply the whole ſquadron, 


* J ſent 100 head of cattle, with ſome ſheep, to Capt. Haliday, for the Admiral, the 
15th June, J. S. 1784. 
beg 


14 


I beg of you # in ferm the Admiral of this, and that it 
was chiefly with a view to the health of his Fleet, that I 
made the detachment laft night 10 Chillumbrum, though I 


can but' very little ſpare it, and on the eve too of our attacking 
the whole French force at Cuddalore ; but I will ever make 
more than a common cauſe with the brave ſeamen, who I 


am ſorry to find by your Letter are falling down ſo faſt. 
(Signed) Lak STUA RT. 


From Capt. HALIDAVY to Major Gen. STUART. 


| I/is, June 12th, 1783. 
HAVE juſt received yours of the preſent (date) and have 
given the neceſſary orders agreeable to your deſire. 

If Tean move (wind only preventing), Iwill. — The A@ive 
goes down to-night, to protect the rice-veſlels, as alſo to 
execute the tenor of your Letter. | 
Much thanks for your attention to our men ; and believe 
me, none more ready to comply with the ee of his 


Majeſty's ſervice, as, &c. . 
(Signed) CHRIS. HALIDAY. 


s = 
- l 
1 > , — * 
3 3 J * — = 
* & — 8 8 — 
8 ol 


2 28 3 ba tr — WM Abs. ME Ts IN 1 - 8 
* : 5 , JIA 4 2 s 
, IF, 3 * 


n — 


; r . 
8 e AA e Oi. 
0 


ous r 1 


"Mt Er 9272 0 — * oy IN 
. „ tay . * ee 


— . — : 


\ 


Account of 
the Action 
near Cudda- 
lore, June 


13 1783. 


cnemy's redoubts. 
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Major Gina STUART to the Admiral. 


At the 1 Redoubt, geber Arnim, 
9 A. M. June 14th, 1783. 


HAVE the honour to inform you, that we have drove 
the enemy from every poſt they occupied out of the Fort 


of Cuddalore. It is impoſſible for me, in deſcription, to do 


juſtice to the merit of this brave Army, particularly to Co- 
lonel Stuart, and ta the Honourable Lieut, Colonel Cathcart 
who *commanded the corps of grenadiers which carried the 


0 


believe, when the whole can be Rated, conſidering the 
extent, of ground, with the variety and ſtrength of the ene- 
my's poſts, the numbers of the ¶ cient'ſtrength of our Army 


that could be ſpared from the protection. of the camp and 


landing-place, and the hor? time we have had to make pre- 


parations; I venture to ſay, there are few inſtances in hiſtory 


of a more complete ſurpriſe upon the enemy, or of a buſi- 
neſs of this ſort more completely done l We were em- 
ployed about it yeſterday from three in the morning till two 
in the afternoon. I have not as yet the particular returns, 


The only allay to our general ſatisfaction is the loſs of our 


brave fellows. By the accounts of the Surgeon-major this 


— he had dreſſed upwards of tuo hundred and twenty 
Europeans, 
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Europeans. We have loſt ſeveral very valuable men, amongſt 
the reſt Captain Douglas Deputy Adjutant-General, and 
Lieutenant P. Campbell my Aid- de- Camp; Major Varen- 


nius is allo among the killed. 


We have taken, as I gueſs, above eighteen pieces of can- 
non in their out-poſts, in the lines, and in their redoubts, 
By the priſoners accounts, the enemy's loſs is much greater 
than ours ;—there is the Count de la Marck *; a Lieutenant 
Colonel, a Major, and ſeveral Captains; on the whole, of 


their Europeans (as they ſay) + about * officers, and 600 


men, killed and wounded. 

The enemy abandoned, in the courſe of laſt night, the 
only remaining cut- et they ſeemed to have had, and we 
have taken poſſeſſion of it this morning, and we are now 


incloſing it, to keep them «:24in the walls, and effeQually 


to ſecure our approaches. We already, in ſeveral parts, ſee 


the bottom of the walls of the ſouth baſtion, and 7 hope to 


be able to do for Monſ. De Buſſy and the French in leſs time 
than I laſi mentioned to you, 

Still, Sir Edward, every thing depends upon your covering 
vs. And on this material point, I am truly happy to in- 
form you, that I have zaken poſſeſſion of mn, by a 


* This was a miſtake; the Count was only wounded. He is brother t to the Duc 
d Aremberg. J. 9. 178. | | 

+ The intelligence, confirmed afterwards to me from various quarters, made the- 
French loſs in Europeans, Filled and wounded, on the 13th June, 1783, to be 38 officers 
and near 1000 men. J. S. 1784. 


detachment 
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Ach which I ſent there fot the purpoſe, the evening 
Before our attack on the enemy's out-poſts, from the fArong 
impreſſion I had of its contributing to the ſafety and certainty 
_ of his Majeſty s Fleet watering at Portonovo. 


I am in great hopes, that the news J have received of YT 


* being fulfilled; and that Trppco is coming 


Ak 


The following Extracts of official intelligence and correſpondence at this period 
(moſt of which were communicated to the Admiral by Mr. Cochrane) will ſhew on 


what grounds I wrote, as above, concerning the movements of the ſouthern force under 


Colonel Fullarton. J. 8. 1784. 


— Ire > re en; 


A Letter Nu an Officer 1 the Southern Army to the Honourable Baſil Cochrane, Nega- 
patam (officially communicated to the Commander in Chief). = 


EXTRACT.—Dated, Camp at Yaricatta, June 8th, 1783. 
«© Colonel Fullarton has information, that Tippoo-Sahib is on his march for the 


$6 1 ® 


A Letter from the ſame quarter, dated Yaricetta, June 9th, repeats the ſame intelli- 
gence, and mentions the battering guns being ordered to Dindigul; and of Captain 
Clarke with ſtores from Trichinopoly being to join (at ar that day, the gth. 


From Lieut. Little 16 Mr. Cochrane (officially communicated to the Conte in Cbieſ he 


EXTRACT.—Dated, Tarjore, June 9th, 1783. 
« Our Army has been obliged to fall back to Taricotta (30 miles), in order to effect 
& a junction with Capt. Clarke's detachment in conſequ. nce of very heavy bodies of 
« Horſe being round them.“ 


— —— —-— 


From Major Bruce, commanding at Trichinopoly, to Mr. Cochrane (officially com- 
municatedW the Commander in Chief). 


EXTRA CT.—Dated, Trichinopoly, June 10th, 178 3. 


& Since writing the: above, I have received a Letter from Colene! Fullarton, ac- 


=T quainting me, there is every reaſon to believe, that Tippoo is marching towards the 


« ſouthern countries with all his Army. In conſequence of which, he (Colonel Ful- 
& larton) has ordered Caroor to be deſtroyed, and the guns, ſtores, &c. of that place 


c to Trichinopoly, under eſcort of the 23d battalion, Be ſo good as forward the in- 


te telligence to General Stuart.“ 


„ =-. 


From 
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n 
force towards the Coimbatoor country, will in effect contri- 
bute ore to the return of Colonel Fullarton's force to join 


me, than my opinion, or even my poſitive orders to chat 
effect. 


The whole of our Army have been, and fil are thing on 
their arms, without cover, for theſe forty hours paſt. I can't 
help it, conſidering the extent of our operations, and our 
ſmall numbers. The camp will move a mile forward in the 
courſe of this day, and until then, we are in the ſun ; but 
none of us complain, conſidering the importance of the ſer- | 
vice, and the great ſtake we are now playing ſor here, 22 
ing forward to the Conſequences. 


From Lieut. W commanding at Tavlos; to the Commander i in Chief. Dated, Tanjore, 
June 11th, 1783. | 

« J have this inſtant received an official Letter from Lieutenant White, Aid-de-camp 
ce to Colonel Fullarton, commanding the ſouthern forces, dated the 8th initant, from a 
* place about 30 miles 8. W. from Caroor, in which he ſays, Tippoo SAHIB, with a 
ce large Army, is actually on his way for theſe countries; and in another part he ſays, A beay 
& of the enemy is now ſaid to be arrived at Coimbatore. As this information may be of ma- 
5 terial conſequence to you, I have promiſed the Harkarahs a handſome reward, if they 
« are expeditious in delivering this Letter, &e. (Signed) J. SWAIN E, Coms.“ 


Prom Major Bruce, commanding at Trichinopoly, to Mr. Cochrane, Dated Trichino- 

| poly, June 12th, 1783. | | 

oy 1 had yeſterday the pleaſure to wiite you ſome intelligence I had received from 

Colonel Fullarton, reſpecting the return of Tippos with his Army to the ſouthern 
&© countries, which I requeſted you would forward to the General. 

_ « Laſt night I received a Letter from the Colonel's Aid-de-camp, who ſays, The Colonel 
& marches to- marrow, agreeable to inſtructions he has juſt received, for the Banks of the Colle- 
&< roon, by way of Caroor, ſo that, agreeable to his in/{ruttions, he oy be at hand is co- oe 
« in the reduction of Cuddalore. 

« From this paragraph, there is no doubt but the Colonel has received the General's | 
Letter, though he has not acknowledged the receipt of it to me. Be ſo good as to 
communicate this to the General, and you will much oblige, &c. 

tioned) TH BEUCE.” 


D Jam 
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Suffrein, when he comes within your gun-ſhot. 


26 J 
I am buſy collecting materials for the fulleſt information 
to government of our ſucceſs yeſterday ; mean while, both 
in general, and in what regards CBillunbrum, I do not loſe 


a moment to acquaint you, ſo far as I know, and to requeſt, 


if you have any certain quick conveyance to Madras, before 


the evening, you will do me the honour to inform the Right 


Honourable Preſident and Select Committee of what you 


think proper upon the ſubject. 
P. S. I had the honour of receiving your Letter of the 
1 3th, and doubt not of your giving a good account of Mon. 13 


. 


From Major Gen. STUART to this: Add. 


Camp South of Cuddalere, June 20th, 783. 


1 DO 5 elf the honour to acquaint you, that a regiment of 
Bengal Sepoys, with their guns, commanded by Captain 


Scott, of the Bengal Eſtabliſhment, is actually at Portonovo, 
for the purpoſe of protecting the watering of his Majeſty's 
ſhips in the Por tonovo river; the officer | commanding at 
Chillumbru las the fame orders, and a gun is placed on 


the Chillumbrum- fide, near to where the boats fill with good 


water: there are peons and irregular cavalry in the commu- 


nication, I have allo given orders to Lieutenant Brickmyre, 
2 commanding 


LL & ] 
— at „ 10 en ths n with 
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The ſick and wounded of the fleet may either be 1560 
at e or ſent to Chillumbrum, provided there are 
medicines, and Surgeons to attend them. In a word, I can 


venture to aſſure you, Sir Edward, Sor of water and freſh 


proviftons in ſecurity at Portonavo, and whatever aſſiſtance I 
can give with the Maſſulah · boats, which can carry foe butts 


4 piece, ſhall be at your ſervice. 


I have no doubt of the ultimate ile of his day? s ation 


at ſea; and yet I fear many a brave man of ours will ſuf- 


fer, Pray let me hear of, or from you, by the return of 
this. 

We are all well, and nothing extraordinary happened, 
affeting us, from M onſe. Suffrein ſha king hands with Mon * 
De Buſſy | 


From Major Gen. STUART to the Admiral. 


Camp South of Cuddalore, Fuly 6th, 1783. 
Do myſelt the honour of acquainting you, that on the 


to our camp from Cuddalore, being the fr intelligence I 
had of his deputation from the Select Committee, by rhe 
D 2 Medea 


2d inſtant, about two in the aſternoon, Mr. Saaleir came 
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1 28 ] 
Medea frigate, although ſhe anchored on the 3oth (June) 
in the midſt of the French fleet.- 


Mr. Sadleir delivered to me a Letter from the Select Com- 


| mittee of the 25th“ (June), directing my recal to the Preſi- 
dency; and that Major General Bruce was 70 7 aſſume the 
command of this Army. 


He then converſed /eparately with Major General Brie, 


and delivered to him two papers of inſtructions. Mr. 


Sadleir afterwards proceeded ſeparately to the Adjutant 


General, who, in conſequence of ſeparate inſtructions, pub- 
liſhed to the Army the General Orders F. 


Major General Bruce, knowing 51 duty as the 'King's 
officer immediately and directly under my command, ſhewed 
to me the papers he had received, and gave me a ſatisfactory 


anſwer to the queſtion I put to him, of, What he meant to 
do upon the occaſion? in ſubſtance, © That he neither 


« would or could accept of any command without my per- 
ce miſſion and authority.“ I ſuppoſe he gave the ſame an- 


ſwer to Mr. Sadleir, Unſucceſsful attempts were made, 


with ſome finiſter view, as I believe, to draw from me a 
poſitive refuſal to authoriſe General Bruce for the purpoſe. 


The injurious a& and intention, 1n thus publicly affront- 
ing me, in the ode of recal and appointment, without pre- 
vious notice or reaſon given, was not, ſurely, any induce- 


* See foot note, p. 33. + Sce foot-note, No. 2, p. 32. J. 8. 1784. 
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5 20 J | 
ent to me to give this Deputy, Mr. Saaleir, any further 
explanation, than to ſay, © That I knew my duty as the 
© Company's Commander in Chief, and a Member of their 


: 


* Government; at the ſame time, that I knew fully my duty 


te and my powers as the Commander in Chief of his Majeſty's 
&« forces in India; and that all I had to fay 0 him was, that 
&« T ſhould ſend an anſwer to the Committee, acknowledg- 
« ing the receipt of their Letter of the 27th.“ I added, 
ce That no officer in his Majeſty's ſervice under my com- 
& mand ſhould accept of any command but through me.” 


Mr. Sadleir, in converſation, told me, that a ceſſation of 
arms was agreed upon with Mor. Buſſy ; and that it would 
be neceſſary to take ſome ſteps 10 have it known to the Army 
and the cut-fofts : but ſuppoſing, as I do, that he concluded, 
from the intimation of the Select Committee, that Major 
General Bruce was u the command, and that I was actually 


depoſed, he did not give me any other than verbal information; 
adding, that his inſtructions“ were to do buſineſs uf Gene- 


* The following is the Copy of Mr. Sadleir's Letter to Major General Bruce, dated in 
N Cam uly 2d, 1783. 1 
8 1 R, fe RO 
«© Having delivered to you the Letters from the Sele Committee of Fort St. George, dated 
26th and 27th Fune ; and having ſhiwn to you the Commiſſion and Powers delegated by them 
« to myſelf, and George Leonard Stanton Eſq; and the Adjutant General having pub- 
& ]iſhed in orders, by thei: authority, inveſting you «th the command of the Carnatic Army, 


C 


* 


„ have the honour to requeſt an anſwer from you, whether or nit you will accept of the com- 


% mand? and to requeſt that you apply to General Stuart, if neceſſary, for his authority for 
that purpoſe, that we may, without delay, communicate ſuch other directions as we are charged 


* with, by virtue of our Cemmiſſion, Se, +» (Signed)  ANTH, SADLIER. 


(Signed) J. 8. 178. 
ral 


1 Wh 


ral Bruce, and not with me, or to that effect. However, 
juſt as he was going out of my tent, I bethought myſelf 
of the propriety to fix ſomething immediately in General 
Orders, and I requeſted M r. Sadleir to repeat, in the preſence 
of tus of my family, that matters were adjuſted with Monſ. 
Braſſy, as to a ceſſation of arms, on which 1 immediately 
gave out the Order *; and afterwards ſent to him an 
effcial copy, which, upon his declining to receive, I ſor- 
warded to M. Buffy by Lieutenant Colonel Cathcart. | 


Mr. Sadleir was for a long time after that, with General 
Bruce, and did not return to Cuddalore till very late; 1 
| ſent the proper eſcort of cavalry with Mr. Sadleir. The 
Medea failed the 3d (July) in the afternoon, and 0 letter or 
meſſage, or written document of any kind, was ſent to 
Majer General Bruce, or to any other, during-the whole of 
the third and fourth (July). * We were in utter ignorance 
of what had been agreed upon, although our ſupplies from 


the ſouthward, eſpecially by ſea, turned upon it. 


It was only ye/erday, upon a meſſage from General Bruce 
to enquire what had been ſettled, that M. De Buſſy fent an 
explicit anſwer, of hoſtilities ceaſing by land and ſea; upon 
which Mr. Cochrane has been wrote to, for ſupplies, and yet 
cur Fr incipal be, is upon the Prefidency. 


See 6 No. 1, p. 32. J. S. 1784. | 
: | before 


1 31 J 
l before mentioned, that the injurious treatment laid me 
under uo obligation to give any immediate explanation of my 
conduct, in conſequence of the Letter and the General Or- 


der ſuddenty publiſhed; but I had in my own mind ſettled 
it, and you will perceive, in No. 3 % by the General Orders 


publiſhed the 3d in the Morning, that I have taken a middle 


line, acknowledging the power of the Majority of the Com- 
pany's Government, and acting in obedience to it, yet aſſert- 
ing and maintaining the juſt powers and right of the 


Commander in Chief of his Majefty's forces. 


There are many things, Sir Edward, in the conduct of 
the Gentlemen compoſing the preſent Select Committee 
applicable to bis Majeſty's trop, and to me as the Chief in 


Command, and to other officers immediately under ny or- 


ders, ſo repugnant to his Majeſty's inſtructions, to the rule 


of ſervice, and to the good order and diſcipline of the troops, 
that I ſhall be under the neceſſity, by the firſt diſpatch, in 
a ſeparate packet, to add to what or late worthy Commander 
in Chief has repeatedly felt and repreſented, but what never 


4 


before was carried to the preſent exceſs. I think it equally. 


my duty, from my ation co-operating with you, to enter 


thus minutely into the particulars of the perſonal indignity 


ſo recently offered to me, and /o little eupected or merited. 


* See foot-note, No. 3, p. 32. J. 8. 1784. 
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I remain here with my friends, giving every advice and 
aſſiſtance in my power to Major General Bruce, who is 
getting into the train of the buſineſs. 


Our chief difficulty, 710W and at all times, is the means of 
nouriſhment to the Black troops and the horſes; we hope they 
will be removed by the tranſports returning with ſome con- 
voy 3 you are the beſt judge what that convoy ſhould conſiſt 
of. What I have now, as a per/onal requeſt, to make to you 
(if it can be done without great inconvenience) is, that you 
will pleaſe to ſend a frigate, to carry me and my family 
from hence to the Preſidency, &c.“ 


P,S. In communication with General Bruce, I have 
ſtated in writing, that the preſent ceſſation of arms renders 
the junction of Colonel Fullarton's force not immediately 
neceſſary. The General has wrote him ſo. I ſuppoſe he 
will recroſs the Coleroon *. | Y 


* The encloſures ſent with the preceding Letter were : 


No. 1. General After-Orders from me, July 2d, P. M. 1783, beginning with the 
words, «© Mr. Sadleir, ſecond in Council,“ &c. | | 


No. 2. General Orders by Government, Fort St. George, 27th of June 1783, iſſued 
to the Army July 2d, 1783, by the Adjutant General of the Coaſt Eſtabliſhment, di- 


refed to HIM, and independent of me, in the following words: 

« The Right Honourable the Preſident and Select Committee are pleaſed to direct, 
ce that Major General Stuart proceed to the Preſidency ; and that Major General Bruce 
c aſſume the Command of the Carnatic Army in the Field.“ 


No. 3. General Orders by me, July 3d, 1783. beginning with the worde, In obe- 
6 dience to the orgers of Government, &c.“ | 


Sce the whole at full length in this Collection. J. 8. 1784. 


[333i F 


From Major Gen. STUART to the Admiral, 


Fort St. ue, July 17th, 178. z. 


IN the hairy of the diſpatch, which 1 had the honour to 
addreſs to you from Camp, i in date the 6th inſtant, I had 
forgot a very eſſential paper, now incloſed as No. 4 *, and 
to follow the other Shree; and I muſt requeſt, for the ſame 
reaſons as mentioned in that Letter, that this paper may 


come under your notice. 


I have alſo to requeſt, that every Letter i in correſpondence 
on public buſineſs addreſſed by me to you, from the begin- 
ning of the laſt projected campaign in joint co operation, 
may be tranſmitted home, in your on channel of official cor- 


From the Select Committee to Major General Stuart. 
SIR, 2 Port St. George, 25th of June, 1783. 


WE have the honour to inform you, that at a Meeting of the Select Committee, 
held the 25th inſtant, we were unanimouſly agreed, in the neceſſity of recalling you to 
wthe Preſidency ; from whence, as you have a ſeat and voice in the Committee in Mili- 
tary Affairs, you ſhould be as little as poſſible abſent, Purſuant to this reſolution, we 
direct you, on receipt hereof, to deliver over the Command of the Carnatic Army in 
the field to Major General 0 and to proceed yourſelf to the Preſidency with all 
convenient expedition +. | | 
We have the honour to be, Sir, your moſt obedient humble ſervants, 
(Signed) MACARTNEY, 
ANTHO. SADLEIR, 
ALEX. DAVIDSON, 


-—+ 7 believe this was the paper No. 4, but I am not altogether certain. J. S. 1784. 
E _ reſpondence 
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reſpondence with his Majeſty's Miniſters, together with your 
Letters to me in anſwer ; becauſe I ſhall be called upon, ” 
my fart, as a Member of this Government, and the Com- 
mander in Chief of their forces, to do the ſame by every pub- 


lic Letter I have wrote, or received connected with the: 


campaign, &c. e 
a 1 igned AMs STUART. 
The End of the Letters from Major General 8r UART 
zo the Admiral. 
0 8 | „ 
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FROM 


Vice Admiral Sir EDwWwaRD Hucunrs, K. B. 
Commander i in Chief of all his Maje/ty's wok in India, 


To. 


Major General James Srv arr, 


: Commanding his Majeſty's and the Eaſ India Company' $ 


Troops in the Carnatic. 
— —— — n—_ | | 1 3 
A From the Adee to Major Gen. STUART. 


Superb in Madras Road, 19th April, 1733, 


AM favoured with your Letter + of to-day, and am 
very much concerned the means of carriage for the 
Army is not ſuch as you could wiſh. I hope, however, 
and ſincerely wiſh, you may be ſucceſsful. 


All his Majeſty s armed ſtore-ſhips, as well thoſe from 
Bombay as thoſe from England, are full laden, and cannot 


* The Letters from the Admiral to me in this Collection, are u pon the Records of the 
Eaſt India Company. I. S. 1784. 


+ See my Anſwer to this Letter, page 5th. J. S. 1784. 


+ See page 3. J. 8. 1784. - 
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be cleared till the watering of the ſquadron | is finiſhed, 
when it will immediately fail ; and the boats will be em- 
ployed to unlade the el which, as they are cop- 
pered, and ſail well, may anſwer the purpoſe of carrying 
the neceſſaries for the Army to the ſouthward. In the 
mean time, I ſhall order his Majeſty's ſhips Is of 50 guns, 
and Active of 32, to attend the ſhips and veſſels now de- 
tained, and to proceed to the ſouthward. 


The Select Committee have agreed with me in opinion, 
that the operations of his Majeſty's ſquadron to the ſouth- 
ward will effectually prevent the enemy from interru pting 
the operations of the Army againſt Cuddalore, and I ſhall 
uſe all diligence to get to the ſouthward accordingly ; but 
I have no idea or intention of going with the ſquadron 
to Cuddalore, nor, till I received your Letter, have. I 
heard a word of co-operation | with the Army there. I 
cannot therefore promiſe you, that I will encumber the 
ſquadron with ſhips or veſſels in tow ; but every aſſiſtance 
that can ariſe, from my plan of operations, to the Army 


under 1 command, ſhafl be afforded you. 


E 


From the Admiral to Major General STUART. 


e 
Superb, Madras Road, 3oth of April, 178. J- 


J HAVE your aur of the 17th of this inſtant, and 


that ] relative to forwarding the packet for Europe. 
0 condole with you on the loſs of the Public in Sir 


Eyre Coote; it has been, and may ſtall prove, very unfor- 


tunate at this critical juncture.” 


t From the Admiral to Major Gen. Srvanr. 


Superb, off Tranquebar, 6th June, 4 3. 


Av G intelligence, off Ceylon, that the Argonaut, 

C Cleopatra, and Coventry trigates had been detached 
to Cuddalore, I determined on ſtanding to the northward, 
for the ſecurity of Captain Haliday” s command, and Tod 
into Cuddalore Road the day before yeſterday, where I 
ſaw only one ſtore-ſhip uulading, nearly in the ſurf. My 

| intelligence fpoke of four of them under convoy of thoſe 
ſhips to the coaſt ; conclude the others are in this Road, 
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and to be riſked, only one at a time, to unlade at Porto- 


= This, as [I think, ſhould have been the 19th (and the ſecond of that date, ſee 
page 5.), as I don't recolle& having wrote to the Admiral on the 17th April, The other: 
was of [+] the 22d April: See page Cth, J. S. 1784. 

t See my Anſwer to this Letter, page 14th, J. S. 1784. 
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Rp | novo, At Cuddalcer, probably, they are 8 with 
| rice and ſhot, as deſired. | 


It is the 17th of laſt month your Letter bears date; and 
1 hope your operations are in a fair Way, as our Water, 
ſtores, and proviſions will not hold out much longer than 
about the end of this month. The firſt can only be re- 
cruited at Madras for ſo large a ſquadron; at Batacolo, 
Portonouo, Cuddalore, are the friends of the French, where 
they watered before they had Trincomale, of courſe ini- 


mical to us. 


I am much [obliged ] for your material intelligence from 
M. Buſſy to M. Suffrein, who was in Back Bay when I 
left it, with fourteen fail of the line and five or fix ſtore- : i 
ſhips. The other ſhip of the line and frigates, I con- 
clude, have joined him, having met and chaſed them one 
whole day, off Point Pedro, on their return; but they 
were too far of when ſeen in the morning, or had un- 
doubtedly been captured. I congratulate you much on 
the health of the Army under your command; forry I 
am to fay, the late arrived ſhips under mine, are falling 
down a-pace with ſcurvy, which refreſhments only can 
remove. 

I was four days off Trincomale, yet there did not ſeem 
any inclination of the enemy's ſquadron to give us the 

4 meeting. 


—— 


1 
\ $88 
* 
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meeting. I hope it will be in my power to prevent their 
interrupting your operations. 


* 


J am happy to hear of your own. welfare; and always, 


| &c. N | f 


— 


3 - 


From the Admiral to Major Gen. STUART. 


| Superb, Portonovo Road, 10th June, 1783. 
1 HAD the pleaſure of receiving your favour of the ryth 


of laſt month, by Captain Troubridge, only the 6th of 


this inſtant, on my return to the Coaſt from the Fryar's 
Hood and Trincomale, where I had been cruifing with 


the ſquadron under my command; and learning from 


very good intelligence, Monſ. Suffrein had made a detach- 


ment to Cuddalore, of the Fendant 74, Cleopatra and 
Coventry frigates, with four ſtore-ſhips, I came to the 
northward, left they ſhould interrupt Captain Haliday, . 
and your operations, It ſeems they remained only one 
night at Cuddalore; except a ſtore-ſhip I ſaw there, 
which lay cloſe into the ſurf, with a fa? on ſhore, and 
had bgen fired upon by the Active. 5 


I returned to the ſouthward, as far as Tranquebar, for 


intelligence, and find the ſhips I chaſed were the fame, 


s See my Anſwer to this Letter, page 17 tb. J. S. 1784. 
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plenty of every thing. 


W 


F 
vn their return to Trincomale, agreeable to the material 
papers you ſent me. It was an effort to ſupply Monſ. 
Buſſy with rice and ſhot. Finding the ſtate of our water 


and ſick people would not admit of my continuing long 


to the ſouthward, determined me to come to this ſtation, 


where I am à portée, to prevent any interruption, ſhould 


the French (quadron attempt it. 


x enquired at Tranquebar, ad esa, if chere 
was a poſſibility of recruiting the water of tlie ſquadron 


at thoſe places; but found, by Mr. Mackintoſh, and Let- 
ter from Mr. Cochrane, their utmoſt efforts would ſcarce 
be equal to half our daily expence. We ſhall, beſides, 


be ſoon in want of proviſions ; and ſcurvy makes great 


havock ; the Briſtol and St. Carlos have carried ſome 
miſerable objects to the General Hoſpital at Madras; that 
1 hope it will not be long before you finiſh the Cuddalore 


buſineſs. In the mean time, it would be very uſeful to us, 


if the communication was open with the ſhore at this 
place, where I underſtand there are only a few of Hyder's 


| {that is) Tippoo's Looties mounted. 


1 find you did not get to your deſtination before the 
8th of this month; nor the whole of the grand convoy, 
row two miles ſouth of Cuddalore, and have for you 


Colonel 
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Haliday, page 21 and page 45 (the Admiral to me, June 14). 
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ſend you copy of a Letter from the Surgeon, Falconer, at 
Trichinopoly, relative to it. I have only to add, the 


pleaſure it will give me to hear you continue happy, as 


at my laſt hearing, &c. 


yr 2 


t From the Admiral to Major General STUarT. 


Superb, Portonovo, 11th June, 1783. 


I HAVE received your letter of the gth, as I hope you 


have, ere this, mine of yeſterday ; and am ſorry to 


find, that in the preſent ſtate of the ſquadron, the re- 
duction of Cuddalore appears ſo diſtant, The num 
ber of ſick in the ſquadron, on the 8th, was 1142; of 
which 556 have been ſent to Madras Hoſpital, afflicted 
with ſcurvy and ſcorbutic ulcers, merely to fave their lives. 


* This is a miſtake of the Admiral, as Colonel Lang commanded when Dindigul 


ſurrendered. J. S. 1784. 


+ See on this ſubject, foot- note () page 18. J. S. 1784. 
See my Anſwer to this Letter, in the Information to the Admiral, through Captain 
J. 8. 1784. ; 
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Colonel Fullarton writes me, of the 1 5th of Jaſt month, 
from Dindigul, which * he had reduced, that he was 
there with a conſiderable force. Colonel Lang thought 
it would be more ſafe with you. It appears, the report 
of General Mathews's having capitulated at Biddenore, was 
no other than F rench gaſconade ; at leaſt J hope ſo, and 


Fe T 

Our water, having been fix weeks at ſea, alſo grows very 
ſhort ; I ſhall, nevertheleſs, remain to protect the detach- 
ment with you to the laſt poſſible moment. Perhaps the 
appearance of Monſ. Suffrein, with the French ſquadron,, 
may produce great change ; as, by the incloſed * intelli- 
gence, procured by Captain Drew of the Sea-horſe (look- 
ing out to windward), from. two Portugueſe ſhips imme- 
diately from Trincomale, he only waited the return of 
the Fendant and frigates, to ſail for Cuddalore. I cannot, 
under theſe circumſtances, venture to ſend to Portonovo 
to water; I muſt keep my people on board, ready for 
action. You will find, I thought the army of Colonel - 
Fullarton beſt to move towards you. The water to be 
had at Negapatam and Tranquebar is not equal to our 
wants; beſides, there being great poſſibility of the enemy 
paſſing with us in the night at an anchor there, and. 
getting to Cuddalore, which makes this ſtation more eli- 
gible. © 

You may depend I ſhall cover at 1. this chica by: 
land, as long and in the beſt manner I can; and have no 
doubt of your anſwering for the reſt. I tal be always: 


s 


happy to hear from you. 


P. H. Beſt wiſhes to all the gentlemen with you of my 
acquaintance. There is no time to be loſt to cover our 
watering here; we have not more than a fortnight's water, 
and are now pumping out of the ground tier. 


See No. 1, following, 


No. 1. 
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No. 1. 
PAPER of Intelligence, incloſed in the preceding Letter. 


TRNCOMALE is fortified in the beſt manner the French are able. 
Flag-flaff Point has a mortar battery, beſides three others of 24, 


18, and 12 pounders. The French fleet are in want of almoſt every 
neceſſary, particularly medicines. They have diſarmed and laid up four 
frigates, and put the men into the line of battle ſhips. Eleven ſail of | | 
the line are in pretty good condition, and four very bad. The Coven- | 
try, Cleopatra, and Fendant are till at ſea, but are expected into Back- I 
bay every day; when it is expected M. Suffrein will ſail for Cuddalore. T5 "i 
They hear from Cochin, that the Preliminary Articles of Peace were 5 5 WO 
ſigned the 4th of laſt December. There are eight ſail of Dutch armed 
ſhips arrived at the Cape ; four for Batavia, and four for Trincomale. 
They heard that the fleet chaſed three ſhips; and that they eſcaped in 
the night, by ſtanding to the N. E.—That Tippoo Sahib had retaken 
all the garriſons which General Mathews had taken on the Malabar 
Coaſt, They have made a magazine of the Hornby. The French 
Heet are very ſickly. 


* From the Admiral to Major General STUaRT. 


Superb, Porlonovo, 13th June, 1783, 8 A. M. 


TOUR 1 of the IIth I received yeſterday at noon, 
with the correſpondence incloſed, which communi- 


cates fully your intended moyements, ms expectations. 


* Sce my Anſwer to this Letter, page 22. J. 8. 1784. | 1 
F 2 1 think 4 


ra T 


I think Colonel Fullarton's army cannot be better em- 
ployed than coming to the ſouthward. I remember, at 
_ conſultation, ſo early as before I went: to Bombay, your 
ſentiments of the negotiation with the Ranah' s Agents, 
propoſed by Mr. Sulivan, and the power given to his 


Lordſhip by the Committee on this occaſion. 


I have no doubt, by Major Bruce” s letter, your com 
mands have been received'; and ſure, Colonel Fullarton 


muſt obey, if the Committee have not countermanded. 


His approach to Chil lumbrum would ſence our watering,. 


&c. ; but a fortnight is a long time, with our want of 
that article. Captain Haliday ſent by the Chaſer — 
four bullocks for the ſick; . very acceptable. 


I ſee much firing this morning to the northward ;, I 
hope it is our friends, driving“ the French from the Bound- 
hedge to the ſhelter of their fort; you may then be able 


to protect our watering-fleet. You will receive, by this 


occaſion, a Letter from Tranquebar, <confirming the in- 
telligence I ſent you from the Seahorle, our look-out ſhip; 
That Monſ. Suffrein only waits the return of the Fen- 
« dant, &c. to pay us a viſit.” 

General Mathews, Bidanore, and Mangalore +, are un- 
doubtedly ſafe; and your opinions of Fullerton, and 


* This was really the caſe, J. S: 1784. 
+ See on this ſubjeK foot note () page 18. J. S. 1784. 
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| 1 as 7 
what Tippoo has moſt to do, is certainly juſt ; N 
quences of more expence to the Company of courſe ;—but 
J hope the Colonel will come on, agrecable to your 
orders, in time, and all be right. 

If they have abandoned Chllombrum® (as the inhabitants | 
here coming off ſeem to think), it will fave trouble. I 
ſhall wait impatiently the confirmation from you. I ex- 
pect the Mayade, Hound, Briſtol, and San Carlos will be. 
ſoon here again from the Preſidency; and hope, bring us 

recovered men and water. „ 


P.3.. to R. M. We think we ſee the enemy's ſquadron. 
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From the Admiral to Major General STUART. 
Ns Superb, 14th June, 1783, P. M. 
HAVE received your + favour of this morning; about 
that time (by a boat, ſtopped laſt night under Daniſh 
colours, bound to Madras) I wrote to my friend Mr. 
Cuthbert what I knew of your operations of yeſterday, | | 
which Captain Haliday ſent me, and nearly what 1 have 1 
the pleaſure of receiving now from yourſelf, will probably 1 
be with Committee to-morrow, as I deſired Mr. Cuthbert 
to communicate immediately the contents. 


* See my Letter to the Admiral of the 14th, page 24. J. S. 1784. 
7 It was wy Letter = the 14th (page 22), with the firſt account of the action of the 2 


11 þ | 


1 46 ] 
1 ſhall do the ſame by the whole of your Letters the : 
rſt opportunity. 1 
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You may depend on my covering you to the utmoſt of 
my power; and for that purpoſe, I muſt have recourſe to 
Portonovo, for water and refreſhments for our people. 


1 K 9 ” Tenn — 
3 ——-„— — ea os rt 5 


M onſ. Suffrein does not ſeem to like us, or our poſition; 
he ſeems to be retreating to the ſouthward again this af- 
ternoon, and came down this morning zres lentement. I 
ſhall turn the tables upon him, where I can prudently. 

I am happy you have a ſhorter proſpect of concluding 
matters with Monſ. Buſſy. Extremely ſorry for the loſs 
of our dear triends departed. | 4 


There are fifteen in the line of the ſhips to the fouth- 
ward, two frigates, two ſomething elſe. I will take care 


of them. 


This is a fine day for landing bn your ſeveral ſhips of 
the convoy ; they will, if neceflary, I hope, ſoon return 
for further ſupplies to enſure the buſineſs. 


At all events, I muſt viſit Portonovo * for water, w which 

I hope Cuddalore may alſo afford ſoon ; and in that caſe 

we may eke out the proviſions, and delay a little the re- 
turn to Madras. 


| | * See my Letter to the Admiral, page 243 and to Captain n page 20 and 21. 
; V 
* | 3 


of VHS 
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* 


9 


* 


EFI 


They expect reinforcements; ſo do we; yet I think 
with you, this is the finiſning ſtroke of the French, and 


will raiſe your fame to a 0 pitch, as it will FO 


merit. 


From the Adee to Major Saen STUART. 


Superb, 3 Miles South of Cuddalore, 15th June, 1783. 
IIS will inform you, that Monſ. Suffrein, with the 
French ſquadron under his command, continues at 
anchor to the ſouthward of the Coleroon ; nor do I ſee 
any motion ſince laſt night they anchored theve: , 


This appears to me, at preſent, the beſt poſt I can take 


for the protection of the Army, and the ſeveral ſhips and 


craft that attend it; therefore cannot myſelf take the ad- 
vantage yet of 8 for the benefit of water and 
refreſhments for our people; but if you could ſpare * a few 
| bullocks for the fick, and the Active to bring them to us, 
as well as ſome caſks of water, though no large quantity, 


would ſtill be a help. I hope the Briſtol, St. Carlos, 


Mayade, and Hound will return to us ſoon, with all the 
water can be ſent from Madras. Our conſumption is 


great from our numbers. 


I believe Monf. Suffrein did not expect to find me here; 
he is ſeemingly at a loſs what to do; I conclude, wiſhes 


I ſent immediately, to Captain Haliday, as many cattle and ſheep for the feet with: 
J. S. 1784. 


the Admiral, as he needed, or could receive at one time. 
e to 
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ay 


I fi: a+ 7; | 
to get into Cuddalore. No doubt, Monſ. Buſſy has fre- 
quent communication with him by Devicotta, Chillum-- 
I moſt ſincerely 


wiſh you ſucceſs, &c. 


| 


From Capt. HALIiDAY to Mayor Gen. STUART. 
| 1hs, 1 15th, 1783. 

SINCERELY join with the Admiral on your ſucceſſes, 
and the ſupport you meet with from the good troops 
under your command, From every appearance, I hope 
to ſee the game is up with the French, The fleet ſeems 


afraid of ſharing the ſame fate as their army ; nor do I 5 


believe they wiſh to fight ſo well. Should they riſk a 
battle, you will ſee a good account given of them. ." The, 
Admiral will not move, I believe, till they proceed clear 


of us to the northward, without a favourable opportunity 


of wind. M. Suffrein ſeems at a loſs, with all his fre; 
he has met with a ſuperior check from the good conduct 
and coolneſs of ſuperior officers by land and ſea. I did 
not mean to trouble you again for freſh meat for our 
people, knowing you muſt have ſomething more on hand; 
but the Admiral requeſting me to ſend ſome for the poor 
fellows (who you fo kindly expteſſed), being much in 
want, and could“ it be donc, would be a very material 


* Sec foot- note preceding, page 47. J. S. 1784. | — 
| | matter; 


= „„ 
matter; any number of bullocks, from one to two hun- 
dred, if poſſible to be had, ſhall be forwarded to the 
Fleet. Any command you have on me ſhall be chearfully 
complied with. Wiſhes for your future ſucceſs, &c. 


From the Admiral to Major General STUART. 
Superb, 133 Road, 18th July, 1783. 


HAD the honour to receive, late yeſterday, your-Letter 
of that * date 7 P. M.; and this forenoon, + another 


of this day's date. 

I am obliged to you | for the incloſed papet No. 4, which 
T ſhall claſs with the other incloſures of your Letter of the 
6th + of this month ; but, as I have ever, in my corre 
ſpondence with 1 Secretary of State, cautiouſly and 
guardedly avoided entering into diſcuſſions, or making 
any obſervations on the conduct or arrangements of the 
forces employed on ſhore in this country; and as I am 
fully ſatisfied I have not any concern with the conduct of 
the officers commanding on ſhore, you cannot take it 

amiſs, that I confine myſelf to my department only. 


1 muſt alſo obſerve to you, that although I did every 
thing i in my power, during the term of my laſt cruiſe with 
his Majeſty's ſquadron under my command, to cover the. 


* See page 33. J. S. 1784. 
+ This Letter I can no where find a copy of. J. S. 1784. 
+ See page 27 to 32. J. S. 1784. 
G | ö ſhips 


4 1 l IP. wo rs 2 W 3 4 IN 
: * N N N 
- - 
__— 3 _— r 4 2 
ee „ r y * * N W * * 
iff WY Se Lab . A *. S, COWS. 3 S p Ae ont bd 32-2 8 ents * 
7 5 * Sr v3 N 3 1 "Fas C * 4 4 To pF 5 Gi R 6 8 MOST, SLE. * * 1 4 "p 
p J ˙ X R 5 
9 x (HIS : TEE R ö N 
rd R JPY Y WT 
1 ä e N 
$6.44 
: 


Ft [ @ } 

1 ſhips and veſſels off Cuddalore, laden: with proviſions and, 
| | military ſtores for the ſervice. of the Army then under 
| _— pour command; yet I did: that, on the principle of public 
1 | = ſervice, having never once been aſked by the Select Com- 
| | mittee of this Preſidency to co-operate with the Army *, 
„ any further than by furniſhing 1 the ſhips to carry and eſcort 


| | ue proviſions. and military: ſtores; 


I cannot therefore admit, that the operations of his 

Majeſty's ſquadron were poſitive * ca-operations. with: the 

Army. Such co-operation-was neither aſked * nor planned. 

1 My conduct in the Command of his Majeſty's: ſquadron 
Sil | was ſuch, as I judged moſt proper ta-forward: the public 
| | ſervice, and aid * the national cauſe; if the Army benefited 


* However ſurpriſed I might have felt, and really did feel, upon my fi reading 
certain parts (***) of the above Letter, July 18th 1783; yet I did not at the. time 
think it neceſſary or proper to enter into any diſcuſſion with the Admiral upon the ſubs 
ze; neither do I think it fit here, at this preſent time, to take any further notice of it, 
than by an appeal to every Conſultation. in Committee; to every. Letter, or Minute, 
or opinion of the late. Commander in Chief Lieutenant General Sir Eyre Coote, from 
his former experience during the Government. of Mr. Smith at Madras.;—and: to every 
Letter, Minute, or Plan of Operation from me to Government, where mention is made, 
or an idea entertained, of moving the Main Army to the ſouthward ;—and more parti- 
cularly, I appeal to Sir Eyre Coote's Letter to the Select Committee, 12tb September 
1782; to the Conſultations in Committee from the 20th to 23d September 1782 ;— 
to my Minute 5th April, and Plan. of operations for, the, campaign, , preſented to the 
| Committee April 8th 1783 ;—to the Conſultations April, 1 3th, after hearing the Admiral's 
. Letter of that date read in Committee, and my Minute the day following ( April 40) 3— 
OW f and laſtly, to both my Letters to the Admiral of- April. igth ; Jone ↄthß p.16; June 
14th, p. 24.— From all of theſe, and from an infinity of other papers on record, as well as 

: from the reaſon of the thing in itſelf, I can aſſert, that one uniform ſentiment prevailed 

in Committee, as to the total impoſſibility of any ,ſucce/5/#1 operation in a ſouthern 
dire againſt the enemy at Cuddalore (while M. Suffrein with the French ſquadron 
kept © 
+ See pages 3, 4, 5, ©: J. S. 1784. 


Et we 
by it, as it was my intention it ſhould, one end of my 


conduct has been anſwered. 


As his Majeſty's ſervice at ſea « can be no longer bene- 
fited by retaining his Majeſty's 98th regiment on board 
the ſquadron, I ſhall order the whole to be diſcharged 
from the ſeveral ſhips where they now ſerve, on the 21ſt 
of this month ; and the officers and men, with their arms, 
accoutrements, and baggage, muſt be diſembarked the 
ſame day, as well as the ſick of the regiment removed 
from his Majeſty's Naval hoſpital ; but I am very ſorry to 
inform you, the number of the invalid officers and men 
belonging to the ſquadron is ſo great, that the ſhip 
deſtined to carry them to England cannot contain one 
man more of any denomination. 


kept the ſeas), unleſs there was an efficient co-operation (whether poſitive or comparative) 
on the part of his Majeſty's ſquadron ;—by which words I mean, that The neceſſary 
& ſtores, proviſions, and re-inforcements for the Army were to be ſafely convoyed and 
<< protected, until the ſame had been landed ; that the enemy by ſea were to be prevented 
« from relieving the place attacked; —and that, in all events, his Majeſty's ſquadron 
« was to remain for the protection of our Army, as long as the enemy's ſquadron re- 
& mained in their fight, and could, by landing men, proviſions, and ftores, give 
an immediate ſuperiority to the French at Cuddalore, while our Army was before 


that PIKE „„ 1 


The End of the Letters . the Admiral zo Major 
General STUART. 
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